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nounced ' a good Catholic ' and of ' unquestionable faith.' Before he heard of the death of Innocent he forwarded a defence and profession of faith to Rome. Luckily his documents found another judge. They were read before a Roman synod, and, as Zosimus reproachfully assured the African bishops, the hearers could hardly restrain their tears when they reflected that so holy and admirable a man had been condemned. Pelagius and Ccelestius were acquitted with honour, Heros and Lazarus were excommunicated and denounced, and the African bishops were once more rebuked.
Augustine was almost solely responsible for the African condemnations, and to him, therefore, we justly look for an explanation of the subsequent proceedings. Unfortunately, he tells us little of his action, and nothing of his feelings. In later years he spoke with quiet forbearance of the letters of Zosimus, but his reverence for the bishop of Rome's f pastoral diligence' was threatened with premature extinction. Prosper tells us that the African bishops held two great councils within the next six months, and that Augustine was c the soul' of the proceedings. The first council or synod is not a little obscure. Probably Aurelius and Augustine hastily sum-